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against the Yusufzais, Birbar was ordered to 'pro-
ceed to him with reinforcements. Before his depar-
ture he received a written permission from the
Emperor to levy a tax of a rupee on the house
of every Khatri on the way. He crossed the Bias
and sent his agents to collect the tax in Amritsar.
The Khatris there refused payment and complained
to the Guru. He represented to the Prime Minister's
agents: ' The tax is on Khatris. We are Sikhs and
look for exemption. Up to the present the govern-
ment hath never imposed forced labour or taxes on
the Guru's house. My kitchen is kept open by the
offerings of Sikhs and saints. No one is refused
access to it. Take as much corn and food as you
require, but I have no money to give you. I live
on confidence in God.*

The agents repeated this speech to the Prime
Minister, who became furious on hearing it. He
said: ' I am a commander of many ijien ; how
dareth the Guru disobey me ? Moreover I bear
the Emperor's order. Even if it be the Guru's
house, it is for Sikhs and not for me to rever-
ence it.3 Upon this Birbar sent some soldiers
to the Guru with the following message: ' Thou
art a Khatri, a subject, and in every way sub-
ordinate to the state. If thou come to meet me, it
will be well; otherwise I will sack the whole of
thy city.1 The soldiers went, but were dumb-
founded in the presence of the Guru. Divining their
object he thus addressed them: 'My friends, I care
not for any one, nor do I fear any one. Let Raja
Birbar come and do what he pleaseth. The Creator
will protect me/ The soldiers, fearing the Guru's
words and also their master's wrath, went and
falsely told him that the Guru would come on the
morrow. Raja Birbar said: 'What mattereth it if
he be a saint or an object of reverence, or even
very old, if he have not fear of me ? Well, if he
come not to-morrow, I will sack Amritsar/ That